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No. i.J REVIEWS. I93 

The Economic Review. Published quarterly for the Oxford 
University Branch of the Christian Social Union. Volume I, No. 1. 
London, Percival & Co., 1891. — 8vo, 149 pp. 

England evidently means to resume her old place as a leader in eco- 
nomic thought. The present year marks the inception of two economic 
quarterlies, of which one, The Economic Review, has just appeared. The 
editorial programme tells us that the review will devote itself primarily 
to the study of duty in relation to social life, and that it " will therefore 
contain subjects dealing with economic morals from the point of view 
of Christian teachings." Cavillers might object that " duty " and 
" Christian teaching " are not necessarily synonymous, and that a true 
scientific review should not have a Christian duty any more than a 
Mohammedan or Buddhist duty. Practically, however, the new review is 
meant to emphasize the ethical side of economics, and especially of the 
social question. Its board of editors is composed of three clergymen, 
and in the list of promised contributors we find the names of twenty- 
three divines. Interspersed in the list we find, however, professed econ- 
omists like Professors Ashley, Cunningham, Ely, Laveleye, Gide and Pan- 
taleoni. The review may therefore be expected to interest both classes. 

Of the six articles in the first number all but one are by clergymen. 
Of these the essays by Mr. Cunningham on "The Ethics of Money 
Investments," and by Mr. Symes on " Some Economic Aspects of the 
Eight-Hour Movement" show, as was of course to be expected, a 
thorough acquaintance with economic science. Rev. Dr. Kauffmann's 
article on " Socialism in the United States " discloses the same sympa- 
thetic criticism to which the readers of his previous writings have become 
accustomed. The Bishop of Durham writes on the rather threadbare 
topic, " The Educational Value of Co-operation," while the Rev. Wilfred 
Richmond shows how Professor Marshall recognizes " The Moral Factor 
in Economic Law." Finally, Mr. Ritchie has an interesting article on 
" Locke's Theory of Property." 

The reviews are a little disappointing, and are confined entirely to 
works in the English language. On the other hand, a real want is sup- 
plied by the interesting notes and memoranda on social topics, and 
above all by the department devoted to an account of recent blue-books 
and legislation on these questions. The English official reports are a 
mine of information, worked hitherto chiefly by the Germans. The 
Economic Review can do no better work than to call the attention of 
Englishmen themselves to this vast treasure house. 

The editors of the review modestly assert that they look for instruction 
to the Economic Journal soon to be issued, but hold that there is ample 
room for the two ventures. That they deserve to succeed in their new 
undertaking goes without saying. E. R. A. S. 



